
Access Statement- Cranesbill Barn
Intro
Cranesbill Barn is a lovely, characterful and comfortable  self catering unit located surrounded by beautiful 
Cumbrian fells on all sides. The location is particularly good for exploring the Howgills. The village is rural, 6 
miles from the market town of Kirkby Stephen and 19 miles from the larger town of Kendal. It is close to a main 
road (A685) linking with the M6 motorway  at junction 38, and has bus service to Kirkby Stephen and Kendal.

The property is a converted barn with three bedrooms, a bathroom with a walk-in shower, and an extra toilet 
on the downstairs floor. Upstairs is the kitchen and dining area and the living room. In keeping with traditional 
barn designs for this region, the house is set on gradually sloping land, with off street parking and an approach 
consisting of two steps and handrail. There are some steps inside on both floors. Two bedrooms are located 
across from each other inside the front door, with a hallway leading via two steps to the bathroom. The 
property sleeps five people plus an infant. In sum, the property caters for people with certain mobility and 
access issues, as described in detail below. It is not however suitable for wheelchair users.

Pre-Arrival
To get to Newbiggin-on-Lune, please see the Location page on the website to see a map and other useful 
information. Cranesbill Barn faces the paved triangular area in the middle of the village, across from the old 
church and from the village green and hall. To plan a journey by car or by public transport, we recommend 
looking at www.transportdirect.info. Our post code is CA17 4NS.
The nearest train station is Kirkby Stephen, five miles East along the A685. It is on the famous Settle to 
Carlisle Railway, and has been immaculately restored in the old Midland Railway colours. There are regular 
trains from Carlisle and Leeds. The train operator is Northern Rail, and their website is www.northernrail.org. 
Taxis and accessible taxis are available from here - contact Prima at 01768-372557, or BD at 01768-371682.
The nearest main line station is at Oxenholme, which is 19.4 miles. It has taxi service. By car, the best way 
from there is to take the turn left up the hill. At the top, by an Inn, there is a minor road signposted to Sedbergh 
to the left: take this road. In less than a mile it joins the A684, where you turn right. Follow the A684 East for 
about 4 miles to M6 junction 37. Go North one junction (38), and take the A685 East to Newbiggin-on-Lune, 
about 6 miles. To find train times, check out www.virgintrains.com.
The bus stop is just 50m away by the village green. Bus services run from the village to both of the stations 
mentioned above. The bus is number 564, and runs Monday to Saturday. Three buses a day go to Kirkby 
Stephen, and three go to Kendal via Oxenholme Station and Sedbergh. The timetable for this bus service is 
online at: www.cumbria.gov.uk/elibrary/Content/Internet/544/931/6274/40947153051.pdf.
The nearest towns with a wide range of services are Kendal (18 miles South West along A685) and Penrith 
(22 miles North along the M6).
Shopmobility is available at both Kendal and Penrith. The Kendal shopmobility service is at the Westmorland 
Shopping Centre. Equipment hire times are 10am to 3pm. Website is http://www.kendalshopmobility.org.uk. 
Phone: 01539 740933.
The Penrith shopmobility service is at Eden Shopmobility, Age Concern Eden, Resource Centre, Sandgate, 
Penrith, Cumbria CA11 7TP. Phone: 01768 895438. It's open 9.30am - 4pm Monday to Friday.
A number of merchants' vans serve the village at given times. They will come to your door if you phone in 
advance. Dowding's butchers comes at 9am on a Friday: phone 01768-352799. The Fish van comes at 7am 
on a Wednesday, and is available later in the morning in Kirkby Stephen: phone 07816-842797. A grocery van 
with fruit, vegetables, eggs, and milk comes at 11am on a Friday: phone 07933-533996. 

On Arrival
The key can be collected from the owner's property, which is next door at Church View Farmhouse. The 
owners would be very happy to show you round the property.
Parking is available for two cars in the gravelled area in front of the property. It is less than 10m to the front 
door, via a cobbled and flagged path, and two steps with a handrail.



The area has outside lights.
There is an alternative and more level approach from the side, with two small steps down and a 700mm gap 
between the wall and a porch column.

Entrance
The front door is 750mm wide. 
There is step to enter the door.
The entrance is well lit with ceiling lights.
The floor surface is tile, with a mat outside and inside the door.

Hallways
The hallways are well lit using ceiling lights.
There is good visual contrast between the walls (white) and the floor 
(medium brown wood).
There are 2 steps in the entrance area, to get to the main hallway 
area.The hallway floor is wood, except for tile up to the entrance area 
steps.
From the main hallway area, there are 4 steps down to the master 
bedroom.
The stairs are of wood, with handrails on each side. There are 9 steps to 
get up to the kitchen - dining area.
There are a further three steps from the kitchen-dining area to get up to the living room.
The hallway has one opening of 740mm. 
The stairs are 750mm wide between the handrails.

Sitting Room
The sitting room is on the upstairs level, with great views on both sides.
There is a sofa, an easy chair,  a coffee table, a window seat for two, 
another built-in seat, as well as a TV and a solid fuel stove.
The floor is carpet, but the entrance area, and the area round the stove 
is wood.
The lighting is a mixture of ceiling lights and strip / spot lights.

Dining Area
The dining area is right by the kitchen.
The floor is wood (pine), and the cabinets are pine. There is plenty of 
light in the kitchen: during the day, light shines in through the French 
doors.
There are six chairs, and a dining table.  The chairs are upright, without 
arms. All of the furniture is moveable.
The dining table is 760mm high, and has 740mm clear space 
underneath.

Kitchen
The kitchen is located at the top of the stairs. There are 12 steps in total to get to it from outside.
There is a large work surface in the kitchen, tiled in green and including a hob. It is 820mm high. The oven 
handle is at 1330 mm and it has a drop-down door. The microwave is in the units above the work surface and 
is at 1500mm.



The fridge freezer is built in, by the dining area. The highest freezer shelf is 1320 mm, and the lowest fridge 
drawer is at 700mm. 
The wall cupboards are at 1500mm. Supplies could be moved down to lower shelves if necessary. 
There is a cordless kettle that revolves 360 degrees. 
The sink has standard separate hot-cold taps.

Bedrooms
There are three bedrooms, all downstairs. Two are 
right inside the front door, across a hallway from each 
other. The master bedroom is four steps down from 
the main hallway.
The front double room has a King size bed, side 
tables, a rocking chair, full length mirror, and built-in 
storage. The bed is 800mm to the top, and has a 
space of 165mm beneath. There is a space of 
620mm next to it.
The front single room has a single bed, a chest of 
drawers, and built in storage. The height to the top of 
the bed is 660mm and the space below is 415mm. 
The space next to it is 600mm.
The master bedroom has a Super King  bed that can 
be split into two singles. It is 600mm high, has a space 
of 190mm next to it, and there is 1400mm space next to it. THere is also a window seat, side tables, a wash 
basin, and built-in storage.
Each bedroom has a carpet floor, pink or tan. The walls are white or off-white, and the contrast between the 
floor and walls is good. Overhead lighting is provided.
Each bedroom has plenty of storage at an accessible height, but hanging rails cannot be moved down. 

Bathrooms
There is one main bathroom. It is located off the main hallway. 
There are steps to reach it from each of the bedrooms. The clear door 
opening width is 720mm for the main bathroom. The entry is level from 
the hallway.
The WC is 450mm from the floor. The sink has a pedestal and 
conventional hot-cold taps. 
The shower is walk-in, with a small step on entry. It is quite large inside, 
and has two grab rails.
The walls are white, there are ceiling lights, with spot lights over the 
sink, and the towels are purple, tan, and white. The floor is cork.

Utility Room
There is a utility room containing a toilet and wash basin, as well as 
laundry facilities. It is located off the main hallway.
Door opening width is 700mm. The entry is level from the hallway.
The toilet is 450mm from the ground. The sink has a pedestal and 
conventional hot-cold taps. 
It has white walls and overhead lights. The floor is cork.



Outside
There is a small walled garden out the front, with two chairs, and a larger garden in the back. The front garden 
is accessed via a stile close to the front door of the property.
Outside the French doors from the dining area is a patio area with chairs and a table for outside seating. There 
is a wooden bench in the garden.
There are three stone steps down to the garden from the patio. Handrails are provided.
The garden has grass, flowers on the borders, and some vegetable boxes. It is generally level: there is a lower 
level immediately next to the property, which is fenced off from the garden. 

Extra Information
Most day to day health services are available at the Kirby Stephen health centre, six miles East. Penrith 
hospital also has good urgent care and outpatient services, 22 miles North along the M6, A66 East and A6.
For serious medical emergencies, we would recommend taking patients to either the Royal Lancaster 
Infirmary (37 miles South) or to the Carlisle Infirmary (45 miles South), both along the M6.
Mobile reception can be poor in village itself, as the area is surrounded by fells. Orange is the most reliable 
provider.


